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January 21, 2021

Comments to Docket ID ED–2020–OSERS–0191

Submitted via regulations.gov 
https://beta.regulations.gov/commenton/ED-2020-OSERS-0191-0001 

Rebecca Walawender
U.S. Department of Education
400 Maryland Avenue SW, Room 5145
Washington, DC 20202-5076

Dear Ms. Walawender:

The National Center for Parent Leadership, Advocacy, and Community Empowerment (National PLACE) is a national organization with 70 family-led non-profit organizations members around the country including Parent Centers, Family to Family Health Information Centers, Federation of Families for Children’s Mental Health affiliates, and Parent to Parent programs as well as other national, state, and local organizations. Our primary goal is to strengthen the voice of families and family-led organizations at decision-making tables on issues impacting our nation’s children and families, especially those who face the greatest challenges and have the poorest outcomes, including children with disabilities and their families.

We write to provide comments to the U.S. Department of Education’s (ED) proposed guidance, “QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ON SERVING CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES PLACED BY THEIR PARENTS IN PRIVATE SCHOOLS,” as published in the Federal Register of December 21, 2020, Docket ID ED–2020–OSERS–0191. 

We support the comments submitted by National PLACE member The Advocacy Institute, but our specific comments will focus on our priority: enhancement of family and family organization engagement at decision-making tables.

Question A-13: LEA responsibility for an independent educational evaluation at public expense – National PLACE encourages the Department to clarify that a parent is entitled to an independent educational evaluation at public expense each time the public agency conducts an evaluation with which the parent disagrees, not just once during the child’s time of eligibility.
Question B-3: Who are representatives of parents of parentally-placed private school children with disabilities who must be included in the consultation required by 34 CFR 300.134 – The response to this question states that “determinations of which individuals should be designated as representatives of parentally-placed private school children with disabilities are best made at the State and local level. This is so the LEA, or SEA if appropriate, along with private school officials and representatives of parents can identify and acknowledge the respective roles of those participating in the consultation process. There is nothing in IDEA that would prevent parents of parentally-placed private school children with disabilities from representing themselves in the consultation process.” National PLACE recommends that this answer be revised to instead state that “The State or LEA must ensure any interested parents have the opportunity for meaningful consultation and may not elect to forego representatives of parents under any circumstances.” This is especially important given the history of parents not being afforded an opportunity to provide meaningful, or even any, consultation. We also recommend that the answer to this question mention that there are Parent Centers serving every state, the District of Columbia, and the US territories, and that states and districts may include representatives of these OSEP-funded resources in their consultation.

Question B-6: What must the consultation process include - We agree with all of the specific topics that are included in the answer including the child find process and how parentally-placed private school children can participate equitably, including how parents, teachers, and private school officials will be informed of the process; and how the consultation process will take place with, among others, parents of parentally-placed private school children. We recommend that the first paragraph of the answer be revised to specifically include parents and representatives of parentally-placed private school children as required participants in the discussion.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Question K-3: Requirement to revoke consent for receipt of special education and related services as a condition of participation in a state-funded private school choice voucher or scholarship program – National PLACE strongly supports the provisions of the answer especially the provision that unequivocally notes that a “State may not condition the receipt of a school choice voucher or scholarship on the parent’s revocation of consent to FAPE, including special education and related services.” We also strongly recommend that language be added to clarify that States and districts must inform parents that any use of a school choice voucher or scholarship means they forfeit important rights, legal protections, and services guaranteed by IDEA. This is particularly important because research in focus groups conducted by the National Council on Disability found that “state programs and private schools often fail to notify parents of students with disabilities about their rights and about how those rights may be forfeited in voucher programs.” The NCD report on this research recommends that education leaders and state departments of education “Ensure that parents who accept vouchers are fully informed of any changes to their IDEA, Section 504, ADA, or state law rights regarding students with disabilities and explicitly acknowledge acceptance of those changes.” The NCD report is available at https://ncd.gov/publications/2018/school-choice-report-series. This research is consistent with the day-to-day experience of National PLACE members serving families.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide these comments. Please contact us with any questions regarding our comments or recommendations. 

Very truly yours,

[image: Diana Signature Black]

Diana Autin, Executive Director
National Center for Parent Leadership, Advocacy, and Community Empowerment
National PLACE
dautin@parentsatthetable.org 
www.parentsatthetable.org
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