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Elinore F. McCance-Katz, M.D., Ph.D.
Assistant Secretary
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration
Washington, DC

Dear Dr.  McCance-Katz,

I am writing on behalf of the National Center for Parent Leadership, Advocacy, and Community Empowerment (National PLACE), a national membership organization of 65 family-led organizations committed to ensuring that families, and family-led organizations, have a strong and effective voice at decision-making tables that impact children and families across systems, including child behavioral/mental health.  Our members include national organizations such as the National Federation of Families for Children’s Mental Health and Parent to Parent USA; state organizations including Parent Training and Information Centers, FFCMH state organizations, Family Voices affiliates, and Parent to Parent programs; and local organizations such as Community Parent Resource Centers, FFCMH local chapters, and Family Resource Centers, among others.

We are writing to support the outreach from the National Federation of Families for Children’s Mental Health to you with regard to the urgent need for SAMHSA to work closely with families and family-run organizations in the decision-making process of selecting a new Branch Chief to replace Dr. Gary Blau.  It is crucial that family voice be an integral and meaningful part of this process to ensure that the new Branch Chief has, and demonstrates in practice, the same commitment to partnership with families and family-led organizations that was at the heart of Dr. Blau’s work.

Further, we echo the National FFCMH’s offer of strong support to Dr. Anita Everett who will be adding these responsibilities to her already full plate in this time of transition.  As noted by the letter from the National FFCMH, this is no time to pull back from SAMHSA’s commitment to addressing the needs of children, adolescents and young adults and their families.  Nor can we lose our understanding that parent peer support is the most important, and one of the most effective, strategies to support families as they parent their child with emotional/behavioral/mental health challenges, partner with professionals to develop and implement appropriate service plans, and help their child/youth develop the advocacy and coping skills they need.

Finally, as an organization that includes a broad array of family-run entities serving families of children, youth, and young adults with emotional/behavioral/mental health challenges in early intervention, early childhood, special education, transition to adult life, health, mental health, disability, and other arenas, National PLACE urges SAMHSA to extend its partnership reach to family-run organizations in all of these areas.  Children and youth with emotional, behavioral, and mental health challenges and their families are in and need support to navigate all of these systems. Our members are strong potential allies for SAMHSA as you seek to improve services to and outcomes for our shared constituency.

We look forward to the opportunity to be of assistance as you work to fill the void left by Dr. Blau’s departure, and continue to strengthen the work and impact of SAMHSA.

Very truly yours,

[image: Diana Signature Black]

Diana Autin
Executive Director
dautin@parentsatthetable.org 
862-772-8776


National PLACE Members

National PLACE Members – National
Advocacy Institute
National Federation of Families for Children’s Mental Health
Parent to Parent USA
National PLACE Members – State & Local
Advocates for Children of NYC
AFCAMP (Hartford, CT)
Arkansas Waiver Association
ASK Resource Center (Iowa) 
Association for Children’s Mental Health (Michigan)
Association for Special Children and Families (NW New Jersey) 
Bayada (New Jersey)
Community Inclusion and Development Alliance (NYC) 
Connecticut Parent Advocacy Center (Connecticut) 
Exceptional Children’s Assistance Center (North Carolina)
FACT Oregon (Oregon) 
Families Together (Kansas) 
Family Connection of South Carolina 
Family Matters PTI (Illinois) 
Family Network on Disabilities (Florida) 
Family Resource Center on Disabilities (Chicago Metro Area, Illinois) 
Family Soup (California)
Family Voices of California
Family Voices of New Jersey
Family Voices of Wisconsin
Federation for Children with Special Needs (Massachusetts) 
FIRST Parent Center (North Carolina) 
Formed Families Forward (Virginia) 
INCLUDEnyc (New York City) 
Long Island Advocacy Center (Long Island, New York) 
Louisiana PTI 
Maryland Coalition of Families
Matrix Parents (California) 
Mission Empower (Erie, PA) 
Mississippi Coalition for Citizens with Disabilities 
Open Doors for Multicultural Families (Washington) 
Parent Connection (S. Dakota) 
Parents CAN – Napa Valley Child Advocacy Network (California)
Parent Education Advocacy Training Center (PEATC) (Virginia) 
Parent Education and Advocacy Leadership (PEAL Center) (Pennsylvania) 
Parents Helping Parents (San Jose, California) 
Parent Information Center (Delaware) 
Parent Network of Western NY (Buffalo) 
Parents Let’s Unite for Kids (Montana) 
Parents Place of Maryland 
Parents Reaching Out (New Mexico) 
Parent to Parent of Georgia (Georgia) 
Parent to Parent of NJ (New Jersey)
Parent to Parent of VA (Virginia)
Partners Resource Network (Texas) 
PEAK Parent Center (Colorado) 
Pyramid Parent Center (New Orleans) 
Rhode Island Parent Information Network 
Rowell Family Empowerment 
SPAN Parent Advocacy Network (New Jersey) 
Starbridge (New York State) 
STEP-Support and Training for Exceptional Parents (Tennessee) 
Support for Families (San Francisco, California) 
Washington PAVE 
West Virginia Parent Training & Information 
Wisconsin FACETS 
Wyoming Parent Information Center
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