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Ensuring a place at the table for every family!



Welcome to National PLACE!

Mission
To educate and empower families and family-led
organizations and support them to advocate for enhanced
parent involvement and leadership in education, health and
human services decision-making with regard to services for
children and families.

Motto
Advocating to ensure the parents’ PLACE at decision-making 

tables
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Public Policy Advocacy for 
Social Change

“Never doubt that a 
small group of 
thoughtful, committed 
[people] can change the 
world.  Indeed, it is the 
only thing that ever 
has.”

Margaret Mead
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Threats to Children & Families Jeopardy!

Education Health Mental Health Employment Legal Support



US Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos



Who said: 

“We had to make some difficult decisions 

with this budget” when supporting  a 

26% cut to special education grants to 

states & cuts affecting programs for the 

deaf & blind without consulting the 

families whose children are the intended 

beneficiaries?
Click here to return to choices.



Elimination of funding for:

• Statewide Family Engagement 

Centers, 

• 21st Century Community Learning 

Centers, 

• comprehensive literacy development 

grants, and 

• Regional Educational Labs 
Click here to return to choices.



What proposals in the 

President’s budget will 

reduce support for 

parent-school 

engagement?

Click here to return to choices.



Click here to return to choices.



What rights would students 

with disabilities lose in the 

voucher-like “scholarships” 

to private schools proposed 

in the President’s budget?

Click here to return to choices.



Click here to return to choices.



Who testified before Congress?

What did she say in support of a 

$7.1 billion/10% cut in funding to 

her own Department while 

supporting a $60 million increase in 

charter school funding?

Click here to return to choices.



Click here to return to choices.



What are current key proposals of 

US ED for which they have recently 

requested or are requesting “input,” 

and did not consult with parents of 

intended beneficiaries?

Click here to return to choices 



• US Department of Justice (DOJ) asks the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the Fifth Circuit to invalidate the entire 
Affordable Care Act (ACA). 

• The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 
(CMS) proposes changes to a technical insurance formula that 
would leave the large majority of people who purchase 
subsidized marketplace coverage under the Affordable Care 
Act — at least 7.3 million marketplace consumers — paying 
higher premiums and lead 100,000 people to drop 
marketplace coverage each year, by the Administration’s own 
estimates

Click here to return to choices.



What are the two most 

recent attempts by the 

Administration to 

undermine the Affordable 

Care Act & reduce health 

coverage for millions of 

Americans?

Click here to return to choices.



• States would not receive funds for every eligible child/family --

24 million people overall could lose health insurance

• States would no longer be required to provide all medically 

necessary services or Early Periodic Screening, Diagnosis & 

Treatment

• States could charge unlimited premiums, deductibles, & co-

payments

• Medicaid would be cut $1.5 trillion over 10 years!

• Elimination of all federal Medicaid administration 

requirements

Click here to return to choices.



Why would Medicaid block 

grants be bad for children, 

especially children with special 

needs?

Click here to return to choices.



• Nearly $1.5 trillion would be cut from Medicaid over 
10 years. 

• Medicaid would be turned into a block grant or per-
person cap program to start in 2021. 

• Funding for the 36 states that expanded Medicaid 
would end.  

• Nationwide work requirements would be instituted -
-causing hundreds of thousands of eligible families 
and individuals to lose Medicaid coverage.

Click here to return to choices.



What does funding for 

Medicaid, the health insurance 

lifeline for low-income families & 

families of & people with 

disabilities look like in the 

President’s budget proposal?

Click here to return to choices.



• 37 million children on Medicaid and over 9 

million on SCHIP, for a total of 46 million on 

Medicaid/SCHIP!

• 40% of US children are enrolled in 

Medicaid. 

• >60% enrolled in Medicaid & SCHIP

• DECLINE of 500,000 covered children cdue

to Administration policies 
Click here to return to choices.



How many children are covered 

by Medicaid in the US?

In what direction is enrollment 

going for the 1st time in a 

decade?

Click here to return to choices.



Medicare spending would be 
reduced by an estimated $800 
billion over 10 years in the 
President’s proposed budget. 

Click here to return to choices.



How does the President 

propose to keep his 

campaign promise to protect 

Medicare?

Click here to return to choices.



Click here to return to choices.



Why is the Affordable 

Care Act important to 

mental health 

services?

Click here to return to choices.



Click here to return to choices.



Why are cuts to Medicaid bad for 

children and adults with mental 

health challenges?

Click here to return to choices.



Federal Medicaid payments comprise an 
average of almost 18% of states’ total 
expenditures

Deep cuts to Medicaid payments would 
squeeze other essential services in state 
budgets such as mental health services in 
schools.

Click here to return to choices.



Click here to return to choices

Why would cuts to Medicaid be 

bad for mental health services for 

students in public schools?



• 11.2% of students have mood disorders, 

• 8.3% have anxiety disorders, and 10% have 

behavior disorders

• 7.4% have serious mental illness

• 70% of youth in juvenile justice institutions have 

a mental illness

Onset for 50% of adult mental health disorders 

occurs by age 14, and for 75% of adults by age 24

Click here to return to choices.



Click here to return to choices.

How many adolescents in the 

US have mental health 

challenges?



Click here to return to choices.



Click here to return to choices.

What is the rate of emotional 

disturbance in the US student 

population?



Click here to return to choices.



Who said that proposed 

federal cuts to disability 

employment programs 

were “not only unjust but 

fiscally foolish?”

Click here to return to choices.



Click here to return to choices.



How would proposed 

budget cuts hurt 

employment for people 

with disabilities?

Click here to return to choices.



Click here to return to choices.



What other cuts does the 

Administration propose that would 

undermine employment & 

independent living for people with 

disabilities?

Click here to return to choices.



By cutting $84 billion from 

Social Security Disability 

Insurance

Click here to return to choices.



How does the 

Administration’s 

proposed budget deal 

with workers with 

disabilities?

Click here to return to choices.



Click here to return to choices.



What proposed changes & cuts 

to a federal program for low-

income people, including 

people with disabilities, was 

likened to “Blue Apron” by the 

White House Budget Director?

Click here to return to choices.



Eliminate it

Click here to return to choices.



What does the Administration’s

budget propose to do to Legal 

Services funding?

Click here to return to choices. 



• Disagrees with separation of church and state in schools

• Led a successful Justice Department effort to 

maintain a ban on people living with HIV entering the 

United States

• Wrote a report entitled, “The Case for MORE 

Incarceration” & opposes criminal justice reform

• Supports aggressive anti-immigrant policies, even for 

those seeking asylum

• Supports intrusive surveillance of Americans

Click here to return to choices.



What are some of 

the major policy 

positions of current 

Attorney General 

Barr?

Click here to return to choices.



After leaving the Department of 

Justice, Barr joined two amicus 

curiae (friend of the court) briefs 

arguing that the Affordable Care Act 

should be invalidated in its entirety.

Click here to return to choices.



What public stance has 

Attorney General Barr 

taken on the Affordable 

Care Act?

Click here to return to choices.



He spent years in private practice 
defending state governments 

accused of drawing congressional 
maps deliberately discriminating 

against minorities. 

Click here to return to choices.



What is the biggest claim to fame 

of John Gore, the Acting Director 

of the Civil Rights Division in the 

US Attorney General’s office?

Click here to return to choices.



Because he heads the Department of Justice, 
which enforces:

•The ADA including the right to inclusive child care, 
public accommodations, Olmstead decision re: 
community living, etc.

•Voting Rights including accessibility

•Federal hate crimes legislation

•Juvenile Justice & delinquency prevention
Click here to return to choices.



Why is the US Attorney 

General important for children, 

especially children of color & 

children with disabilities?

Click here to return to choices.









Democracy is not a 
spectator sport!

Empowering families to 
participate in advocacy 
for our children, our 
community, the larger 
society, is its own 
victory, regardless of the 
specific outcome of any 
particular effort.

http://www.cnn.com/2017/01/21/politics/womens-march-highlights/


http://www.primaryteaching.co.uk/detail.php?branch=&catdesc=46x16mm+Marking+Stickers+-+56+Per+Sheet&proddesc=What+Went+Well/Even+Better+if+x+56&productid=ST04034&super=0020BRN00131~0460BRN00032~0080CAT00127&supercategory=BRN00032&treecode=TRE00004&wcategory=CAT00127


www.parentsatthetable.org/join-us

http://www.parentsatthetable.org/join-us
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