  [image: ]  Ensuring a Place at the Table for Every Family

February 23, 2018

Chairman Lamar Alexander				Ranking Member Patty Murray
U.S. Senate						U.S. Senate
Washington, DC 20015				Washington, DC 20015
	
RE: 	Higher Education Act Reauthorization Public Input: Submitted via email
	HigherEducation2018@help.senate.gov 

Dear Chairman Alexander and Ranking Member Murray:

The National Center for Parent Leadership, Advocacy, and Community Empowerment (National PLACE) is a national organization focused on strengthening the voice of families and family-led organizations at decision-making tables that affect our nation’s children, youth, and families.  Our 50+ local, state and national members represent Parent Training and Information Centers, Community Parent Resource Centers, Family to Family Health Information Centers, Parent to Parent USA affiliates, National Federation of Families for Children’s Mental Health chapters, Family Empowerment Centers, Early Start Family Resource Centers, and other family-led, family-run organizations committed to ensuring the highest quality and most effective services and supports for children and families including those related to higher education. Thank you for the opportunity to provide input in this important process.
	
National PLACE has endorsed the comments of the Consortium for Citizens with Disabilities (CCD), of which we are a member.  However, we wish to provide these additional comments to highlight our recommendations regarding the resources needed to ensure that families and youth/young adults make the best decisions and are able to access what they need to succeed.

As noted by the comments of CCD, “Students with disabilities must be thoughtfully and fully included in any policy changes considered for the reauthorization of the Higher Education Act. As the reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) demonstrated, the meaningful inclusion of students with disabilities is now the expectation, rather than the exception. 

As such, the CCD Education Task Force makes the following recommendations for any consideration of the reauthorization of the Higher Education Act (HEA):
· Recommendation: Include the Respond, Innovate, Succeed, and Empower (RISE) Act (S.1295/H.R. 2782). This bipartisan bill: 
· Authorizes increased funding for a technical assistance center that provides students and families information on disability services available in college and how to access them and offers college faculty training and resources on best practices to support students with disabilities.”

National PLACE underscores the critical importance of having sufficient funding for a technical assistance center that provides students and families information on disability services available in college and how to access them.  We want to emphasize that such a technical assistance center must be developed and operated in funded partnership with family-led organizations who are staffed by parents with direct experience in navigating post-secondary education with their youth and young adults with disabilities, such as the Parent Information and Training Centers funded by the Rehabilitative Services Administration (National RAISE Transition Technical Assistance Center and the 7 regional and state RSA-funded PITCs).  Any legislation authorizing such a TA center must require subcontracts/funded collaboration with such centers.
· “Parents, families, professionals and students (including high school students) need better access to information about services, supports, legal requirements, and physical, programmatic, and instructional accommodations to help students be successful and graduate from postsecondary education programs. In addition, colleges and universities need technical assistance to effectively understand how to provide services and accommodations to all students with disabilities who enroll in postsecondary programs. 
· Recommendation: Maintain the National Technical Assistance Center in Section 777(a) of the Higher Education Opportunity Act.
· Recommendation: Authorize funding to collect (and make available to the public) accurate data about the recruitment, retention, graduation, and employment of students and faculty with disabilities to help postsecondary programs in their ability to serve students with disabilities and to provide middle and high school students, parents, and faculty with information about postsecondary educational options, accessibility, enrollment procedures, supports, and rights and responsibilities.”

National PLACE reiterates our recommendation that any National Technical Assistance Center must partner – with funding – with organizations that have demonstrated expertise in working with parents of and youth/young adults with disabilities in the transition to higher education process.  Too often, these TA centers are housed at universities or research institutions that do not have direct, on the ground experience working with diverse families and youth/young adults.  They may have the technical expertise to collect and analyze data or provide technical assistance and professional development to colleges and universities, but they do not have the expertise to work with the full range of diverse families and youth/young adults. For this they must partner with family-led, family-run organizations staffed by families who have “walked the walk” and know how to communicate rights, responsibilities, navigation strategies, etc. with other families.  Further, professionals who are provided with technical assistance by the TA Center must also hear directly from impacted families, youth and young adults about how their policies and procedures impact them and the types of policies and procedures that will help ensure equitable access to post-secondary education for students with disabilities.

In closing, National PLACE strongly urges you to ensure that the intended beneficiaries of the Higher Education Act – youth/young adults, including those with disabilities and representing the full diversity of our nation, and their families – as well as the family-led organizations who provide them with support and can represent their interests, be meaningfully and impactfully engaged in discussions about their needs and the supports and services that could most effectively address those needs and result in greater access to and success in higher education.

Thank you again for this opportunity.  The list of National PLACE’s 50+ organizational members is attached below.

Very truly yours,
[image: Diana Signature Black]
Diana MTK Autin, Executive Director
National PLACE Members
Advocacy Institute (National)
Advocates for Children of NYC
AFCAMP (Hartford, CT)
Arkansas Waiver Association (Arkansas)
ASK Resource Center (Iowa)
Association for Special Children and Families (NW New Jersey)
Bayada (New Jersey)
Community Inclusion and Development Alliance (CIDA) (NYC)
Connecticut Parent Advocacy Center (Connecticut)
Exceptional Children’s Assistance Center (North Carolina)
FACT Oregon (Oregon)
Family Connection of South Carolina
Family Matters PTI (Illinois)
Family Network on Disabilities (Florida)
Family Resource Center on Disabilities (Chicago Metro Area, Illinois)
Family Soup (California)
Family Voices of California
Family Voices of New Jersey
Family Voices of Wisconsin
Federation for Children with Special Needs (Massachusetts)
FIRST Parent Center (North Carolina)
Formed Families Forward (Virginia)
INCLUDEnyc (New York City)
Long Island Advocacy Center (Long Island, New York)
Louisiana PTI
Maryland Coalition of Families
Matrix Parents (California)
Mississippi Coalition for Citizens with Disabilities (Mississippi)
National Federation of Families for Children’s Mental Health (National)
Open Doors for Multicultural Families (Washington)
Parents CAN – Napa Valley Child Advocacy Network (California)
Parent Education Advocacy Training Center (PEATC) (Virginia)
Parent Education and Advocacy Leadership (PEAL Center) (Pennsylvania)
Parents Helping Parents (San Jose, California)
Parent Network of Western NY (Buffalo)
Parents Let’s Unite for Kids (Montana)
Parents Place of Maryland
Parents Reaching Out (New Mexico)
Parent to Parent of Georgia (Georgia)
Parent to Parent of NJ (New Jersey)
Parent to Parent USA (National)
PEAK Parent Center (Colorado)
Rhode Island Parent Information Network
Rowell Family Empowerment (California)
SPAN Parent Advocacy Network (New Jersey)
Starbridge (New York State)
Support for Families (San Francisco, California)
Washington PAVE
West Virginia Parent Training & Information
Wisconsin FACETS
Wyoming Parent Information Center
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